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Were you married
in 1998 or earlier?

Let our readers know about
your special celebration!

There is NO charge for this listing.

Anniversary:   _____  years

Groom’s name  ______________________________________________________

Bride’s MAIDEN name ____________________________________________________

Date (M/D/Y) you received the sacrament of matrimony:_________________       _____

Parish _______________________________________________________________ 

Town/City ___________________________________________________________

Parish to which you presently belong __________________________________________

Town/City _________________________________________       _______         __________

Your Phone and/or email _______________________________________________________

Anniversaries will appear on June 16, 2019.
Only submit photos printed on photographic paper.

Please return this form and photo no later than Noon, Tuesday, June 4, 2019.

Please mail to: Northwest Indiana Catholic, c/o Anniversaries
9292 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

The information and photo can also be emailed to nwic@dcgary.org
If you would like your photo returned, please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

carpets & floors, inc.
(219) 932-2384

Fax (219) 932-2409
7220-22 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, Indiana 46324

By Jacob
McDaniel

From
the Seminary

Sharing the Light of Christ: The Experience of the Easter Triduum

 During my time in 
seminary preparing for the 
priesthood, I have had the 
chance to witness and be 
a part of different com-
munities, liturgies, and 
celebrations at different 
parishes surrounding the 
Easter Triduum (Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, 

Easter Vigil).  Of all of 
the beauty of the Triduum, 
one part of the Easter 
Vigil that stands apart in 
my own memory is the 
Easter Proclamation, or 
the Exsultet, which is sung 
after the procession of the 
Paschal Candle into the 
church. While the Paschal 

Candle is usually seen at 
funerals and baptisms, 
the newly lighted Paschal 
Candle holds a special 
place in the Easter Vigil 
liturgy.
 In this seven minute 
or so chant, we hear the 
story of salvation his-
tory, including the fail-
ure of Adam and Eve, 
our redemption in Jesus 
Christ, and the hope that 
we have for eternal life in 
the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Those gathered in the 
church light their small 
candles from the Paschal 
Candle, which calls to 
mind several events from 
the Scriptures related to 
our salvation.  
 From the Old Testament, 
the Paschal Candle calls 
to mind the pillar of fire 
by night and the pillar of 
the cloud by day which led 
the Israelites out of slav-

ery in Egypt.  In the New 
Testament, the light of the 
Paschal Candle reminds 
us of how Jesus Christ, 
the light of the world, illu-
mines our path and shows 
us how to walk in his ways 
and not our own ways.  
 In this light we are not 
only shown how to live, 
but also shown our true 
worth as adopted sons and 
daughters of God.  God 
desires a relationship 
with us, and in his light, 
he calls and beckons for 
us to come into his pres-
ence. We are reminded of 
this in the Gospel of John 
when Jesus tells us, “I 
am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.”
 Standing in the light of 
the Paschal Candle this 
past Easter Vigil as an altar 
server for the Triduum, 

I could not only hear 
the chant of the Exsultet 
and smell the burning of 
incense, but also see the 
glow of the small candles 
against the faces of those 
gathered. Light radiates 
from the candles by all 
who hold them, and we are 
reminded of our own call 
to be the light of the world.
 It is in moments like 
these that I am brought 
back to the experience of 
why I ultimately decided 
to enter seminary in the 
first place. Not only have I 
experienced the joy of the 
light of Christ in my own 
life, but also the joy of 
sharing this light with oth-
ers and seeing the impact 
Christ has on their lives. 
As the community stands 
together on the Easter 
Vigil, we are reminded that 
we are not alone, and that 
the light of Christ guides 

us throughout our Earthly 
journey.  
 During this Easter sea-
son, may we all experience 
the light of Christ in a new 
way and seek to share the 
light of Christ with all we 
encounter.

 Jacob McDaniel is 
completing his Theology 
III year at Mundelein 
Seminary after graduat-
ing from Michigan City 
High School and attend-
ing Indiana University-
Purdue University in 
Indianapolis as a chem-
istry major. He is sched-
uled to be ordained as 
a transitional deacon in 
June, a year away from 
ordination to the priest-
hood. The oldest of three 
sons of Mark and Sharon 
McDaniel, the fam-
ily attends Queen of All 
Saints in Michigan City.

 (This is the fourth in a series of monthly columns 
featuring a Diocese of Gary seminarian. The goal is for 
readers to get to know the diocesan seminarians better, 
help these young men share their faith and knowledge, 
and remind the diocesan faithful to pray for and encour-
age vocations and the current seminarians as they con-
tinue their journey.)

“O my God, how sweet it is to suffer for You,
suffer in the most secret recesses of the heart, in the greatest hiddenness, to burn like a sacrifice noticed by no one,

pure as crystal, with no consolation or compassion. 
My spirit burns in active love.  I waste no time in dreaming.

I take every moment singly as it comes, for this is within my power.
The past does not belong to me; the future is not mine; with all my soul I try to make use of the present moment.”

~ sT. FausTina


