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LAKE COUNTY
 St. Mary of the Lake, Gary, Food Pantry open to 
the community from 10 a.m.-noon third Monday of every 
month in Lessard Hall.

 Holy Name of Jesus, Cedar Lake, St. Clare’s 
Kitchen dinner sponsored by Secular Franciscans, 
5-6 p.m. Tuesdays in church hall.

 Missionaries of Charity, Gary, Overnight shelter 
for women/children, 3 p.m. daily in former St. Mark 
Convent, 509 W. Ridge Road.

 Ss. Monica and Luke, Gary, Soup Kitchen, 
noon-1 p.m. Fridays in parish hall.

 St. Joseph, Dyer, Helping Hands Food Pantry, 
10 a.m.-noon and 6-7 p.m. third Wednesday, serving 
residents of Dyer, Schererville and St. John; bring two 
proofs of residency. 865-2271

 St. Joseph, Hammond, St. Joseph Soup Kitchen, 
noon-1 p.m. weekdays in lower level of church.

 Winfield Resale Shop, Winfield, sponsored by 
Holy Spirit, Four Seasons Methodist, Cross of Christ 
Lutheran and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton churches, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Th-F-Sat. at 10649 Randolph St. 

 All Saints, Hammond, Thrift Shop, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Donations accepted.

 St. Maria Goretti, Dyer, Non-food pantry for local 
families, 9:30-11 a.m. fourth Saturday in Casa Maria 
North Hall. Call Karen Boyle at 865-5482.

 St. Mary Byzantine Catholic, Whiting, 
Whiting/Robertsdale Community “Lunch with Friends,” 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesdays in church hall at 
2011 Clark St. Call Margaret at 659-4138.

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul, District 
Council of Gary, 7132 Arizona Ave., Hammond, 
For assistance or more information, call 845-7531.

 Ss. Monica and Luke, Gary, Food pantry, 
10 a.m.-noon on third Saturday of month in parish hall.

 Moms & Tots Resale Shop, Griffith, 
Children’s, women’s and maternity clothing and 
accessories, and toys, sold to support local pregnancy 
resource centers, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays and 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays at 110 W. Main St. 595-5457 or 
smartfunshopping.com

 Our Lady of Grace, Highland, Ephesus House 
programs and lunch for adults “55 and better,” 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
at 3033 Condit St. 972-1944

 St. Maria Goretti, Dyer, Food pantry for residents 
of Dyer, Griffith, Highland, Munster, Schererville and 
St. John, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. second Tuesday in Casa Maria 
North Hall. Bring two proofs of residency. Hot meal also 
served during same hours. Call pantry at 865-5481.

April 26
 Diocese of Gary, STARs respite care program for 
families with special needs children of all ages, 5-9 p.m. 
at Chasing Dreams, 8380 Louisiana Place, Merrillville. 
Register by April 23 at ehackett@stm-school.com or 
atorres@dcgary.org. Also May 31.

PORTER/LaPORTE COUNTIES
 St. Patrick, Chesterton, Table of Plenty dinner, 
4-5:30 p.m. Fridays in Chapel Hall (Bldg. 2). 

 St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Student Center, 
Valparaiso, Café Manna dinner, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Thursdays.

 St. Paul, Valparaiso, Clothing Center for those in 
need, 1-4 p.m. M-Tu-W, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Th-Sat. 462-0074

 St. Mary, Kouts, St. Mary’s Soup Bowl, 
4:30-6:30 p.m. third Tuesday in parish hall. 766-3680

 St. Joseph, LaPorte, St. Vincent de Paul Society 
food pantry, 4 p.m. Mondays. Call Dick and Suzanne 
Sharp at 369-3347.

 Sacred Heart, LaPorte, Food pantry, 1 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Call Becky Kroll at 575-7564.

 Women’s Care Center, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Thursday at 512 Maple Ave. 324-4646

 St. Peter, LaPorte, Samaritan Center counseling by 
appointment, in rectory. Call Natasha Yuhasz at 
879-3283.

By
Steven Caraher

From
the Seminary

Jesus calls ‘simple, normal men’ to share 
in priestly brotherhood like first apostles

  When imagining fra-
ternity in a seminary, you 
might call to mind the 
head-smacking parade 
of monks from “Monty 
Python’s Holy Grail,” 
men far too holy to be 
approached. A man on the 
fence about entering semi-
nary might think, “These 
seminarians are super holy 
and disconnected people, 
there’s no way I’d be able 
to fit in with them!” 
 As someone who had 
similar thoughts before 
entering seminary, I can 
assure you that this is not 
the case.
 When Jesus Christ 
called the apostles, he 
knew he wasn’t getting 
the most holy mystics or 
studied theologians. He 
was calling simple, normal 
men together to form a 
brotherhood, and that’s the 
way he wanted it. 
 Today, Jesus still calls 

men to share in this priest-
ly brotherhood, and just 
like those first apostles, the 
men he calls may not seem 
to be the most qualified 
for the job. But here’s the 
reality: No man becomes 
instantly holy when they 
sign on the dotted line to 
enter seminary. All semi-
narians are at different 
stages of the journey to 
find God’s calling, but it’s 
not about where we are 
now that is the source of 
our fraternity, it’s about 
where we’re going.
 If I were to describe 
the spirit of fraternity in 
a seminary, I’d say it is 
both a spirit of compas-
sion and sacrifice. First, 
the compassion that I 
have experienced from 
my brother seminarians 
has been unlike anything 
I’ve ever witnessed. When 
I use the word “compas-
sion,” I don’t mean a sort 

 (Editor’s note: This is the third in a series of monthly 
columns featuring a Diocese of Gary seminarian. The 
goal is for readers to get to know the diocese’s seminar-
ians better, help these young men share their faith and 
knowledge, and remind the diocesan faithful to pray for 
and encourage vocations and the current seminarians 
as they continue their journey.)

of weak sympathy that the 
word commonly describes, 
rather I refer to the Latin 
origin - “com pati” - 
which literally translated 
means “to suffer with.” 
 This compassion comes 
from a radical choice to 
follow Christ’s second 
greatest commandment: 
Love your neighbor as 
yourself. Within our broth-
ers we see Christ, who 
yearns for us not to pass 
by without acknowledging 
him. 
 When one of the broth-
ers experiences a great joy, 
if they ace a test they were 
worried about or receive 
a certain grace from their 
holy hour, then all of the 
brothers experience a great 
sense of joy as if that joy 
was their own. Likewise, 
we commiserate with each 
others’ sorrows. When 
we see a brother going 
through a hard time, we 
see within them Christ’s 
own suffering and cannot 
help but suffer with them. 
 Not only have I wit-
nessed a spirit of true 
compassion amongst my 
brother seminarians, but 
also a spirit of sacrifice. 
It’s one thing to perceive 
and acknowledge that a 
brother is going through a 
hard time, it’s another to 
be willing to do something 
about it. These sacrifices 
are usually very quiet in 
nature - sometimes it’s 
sacrificing your time to 
help a brother study for 

an upcoming test or cook-
ing a good meal to share 
together, sometimes it’s 
as simple as accepting the 
consequences of a misun-
derstanding or not letting 
a brother’s annoying ticks 
bother you. 
 Regardless of how large 
or small the sacrifice 
seems, it always involves 
dying to oneself, allow-
ing us to participate in 
little ways with the one 
true sacrifice of the Cross. 
These participations allow 
us to grow closer to Christ, 
and likewise our brothers.
 Although many might 
not expect it, seminarians 
are simply normal people 
who have said “yes” to 
discern their particular 
calling from God. No mat-
ter where any of us semi-
narians are in the process 
of discernment of God’s 
plan, we can always rely 
on the powerful fraternity 
of our brother seminarians 
to help us navigate any 
obstacle.

 Steven Caraher, 22, is 
a Pre-Theology I student 
at Mundelein Seminary, 
after graduating from 
St. Thomas More School 
in Munster, Munster 
High School and Indiana 
University, where he 
majored in Mathematics 
and Computer Science 
and minored in Theatre. 
He is one of four chil-
dren of PJ and Margaret 
Caraher.

“And he said to all:
If any man will come after me, let him deny himself , 

and take up his cross daily, and follow me”

~ luKe 9:23.


